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to the few upper ten. Now it is fast undoing the youth
of the middle classes. My hope lies in the youth of the
country. Such of them as are prey to the vice are not
vicious by nature. They are helplessly and thoughtlessly
drawn to it. They must realize the harm that it has done
them and society. They must understand too that nothing
but a rigorously disciplined life will save them and the
country from utter ruin. Above all, unless they visualize
God and seek His aid in keeping them from temptation,
no amount of dry discipline will do them much good. Truly
has the seer said in the Gita that ' Desire persists though
man may by fasting keep his body under restraint. Desire
goes only when one has seen God face to facef. Seeing God
face to face is to feel that He is enthroned in our hearts,
even as a child feels a mother's affection without needing
any demonstration. Does a child reason out the existence
of a mother's love ? Can he prove it to others ? He trium-
phantly declares, * It is'. So must it be with the existence
of God. He defies reason. But He is experienced. Let us
not reject the experience of Tulsidas, Chaitanya, Ramdas
and a host of other spiritual teachers, even as we do not
reject that of mundane teachers.
The correspondent has inquired whether Congress-
men may do the many things he has enumerated, such
as theatre-going, etc. I have already remarked that man
cannot be made good by law. If I had the power of per-
suasion, I would certainly stop women of ill fame from
acting as actresses, I would prevent people from drinking
and smoking, I would certainly prevent all the degrading
advertisements that disfigure even reputable journals and
newspapers, and I would most decidedly stop the obscene
literature and portraits that soil the pages of some of our
magazines. But, alas, I have not the persuasive power
I would gladly possess. But to regulate these things by
law whether of the State or the Congress would be a
remedy probably worse than the disease. What is wanted
is an intelligent, sane, healthy and pure public opinion.
There is no law "against using kitchens as closets or draw-
ing rooms as stables. But public opinion,.i.e. public taste,